Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan

Eighth Planning Meeting on Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).
Date: 5th August 2026
Time: 18.00-20.00
Location: Midgham Village Hall
Meeting type: NDP Steering Group – Planning Meeting

Attendees
· Anthony Fenn - Chair, Midgham Parish Council
· Caroline Tocher – Local parishioner, NDP Steering Group member
· Dawn Adams – Parish Councillor, Midgham Parish Council
· Sue Ellis – Local heritage expert, NDP Steering Group member
· Nigel Bassford - Parish Councillor, Midgham Parish Council
· Louisa Lai – NDP Steering Group member

Apologies
· Chris Read - District Councillor; Secretary, Midgham NDP Steering Group 

Objective of meeting
· Update for those not at last meeting
· Spatial strategy 
· Local character areas
· Allocations/ any updates on individual areas
· Public engagement session/photography competition/general village update


1. Update
Allocations checked with those not present at the previous meeting.
Emailed Alison in regards to spatial strategy and design and character codes.

2. Engagement
Update due for village magazine – CT to email one out for approval to everyone
Photography competition – CT to put notice in magazine. Questions were raised about copyright and it was decided that credit and written permission would be required if winners’ photos were included, and included photographers would receive a mention in the final NDP. Photos of interest to include: views around the Parish, long views across the Parish and looking out over the Kennet, wildlife, natural environment, houses, street scenes, dark skies, green lanes, the church
Engagement session: Saturday morning, open house with tea and cake and exhibitions of different policies to explore and ask questions around. Ideally around late Oct/Nov.

3. Spatial Strategy
We discussed the wording of the current spatial strategy and agreed that it needed to be more specific. We looked at the limitations set out in the local plan which currently restrict development in Midgham and discussed which areas were more/less likely to be developed. Local facilities were agreed to be the A4, bus routes, church, village hall, pub and areas of open communal space. Looking at housing density and facilities, it was agreed that the main village around Church Hill was the most appropriate and sustainable location for development.

Specifics that were agreed include:
· Restricting new access routes directly off of the A4 due to safety
· Prioritising conversion of brownfield sites
· Prioritising the conversion of existing agricultural buildings into residential buildings over greenfield sites
· Limited infill reflecting the housing density and plot size of neighbouring houses 

Industrial development: We discussed that industrial units were not infitting with the character of the village and were better suited to existing industrial estates in the more built up areas that abut the Parish. LL to email Alison to advise.

4. Local character areas 

Design: SE discussed observations she had made during our NDP day walkaround and that her next steps were to look at the differences between different areas of Midgham.

Local Character areas:

SE described how retaining scattered settlements and farmsteads is important for the character of Midgham. 
She proposed the following character zones:
· Kennet valley floor (Midgham Marsh, Spires Ridge, scattered commercial units)
· Linear settlement of Midgham village (Birds Lane and around Church Hill)
· Scattered rural settlements and farmsteads (Midgham Park, Midgham Green, various farmsteads)
· Historic commons and ridges area (setting for AONB, characterised by steep hills)
5. Solar: Best to have a policy. To be encouraged over car parks and on new properties and to ideally be out of sight of public rights of way. 

6. Allocations/updates
AF: Has contacted Paul Goriup regarding a search of the area on the Thames Valley Environmental Records Centre to give access to records regarding biodiversity. 
SE: Has ordered an ‘archeology assistance form’ looking at records of local listing and historical background data.

7. Conservation area
SE described how the Parish retains its Saxon layout and it was discussed whether seeking to create a conservation area within the Parish would be beneficial to retaining Midgham’s character. This would not likely impact the NDP but would eventually complement it. 

8. Next meeting for the diary: 14th September at 6pm, Midgham Village Hall

9. Actions:
CT: Write up and publish minutes
CT: Village magazine update / photo comp
CT: Email Alison with update from today
LL: Email Alison with questions around industrial development





