Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan

Seventh Planning Meeting on Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).
Date: 22nd July 2026
Time: 18.00-20.00
Location: Berkshire Arms
Meeting type: NDP Steering Group – Planning Meeting

Attendees
· Anthony Fenn - Chair, Midgham Parish Council
· Caroline Tocher – Local parishioner, NDP Steering Group member
· Dawn Adams – Parish Councillor, Midgham Parish Council
· Sue Ellis – Local heritage expert, NDP Steering Group member
· Chris Read – District Councillor; Secretary, Midgham NDP Steering Group

Apologies
· Louisa Lai – NDP Steering Group member
· Nigel Bassford – Parish Councillor 

Objective of meeting
· Review the Vision for the NDP.
· Discuss spatial strategy provided in the template provided by our consultant.
· Update on policies already begun
· Review the task list and assign policies to members to start evidencing/writing. 

1. Vision
The following guiding principles agreed upon:
1. Keeping Midgham distinct from Thatcham and Woolhampton. 
2. Maintaining the character of Midgham as an inherently rural Parish with small, scattered communities.
3. Ensuring development maintains and strengthens local ecology and character.

2. Spatial Strategy
· Discussion of what the spatial strategy should constitute.
· Identifying that the statement ‘encouraging small-scale developments’ is vague and may lead to encouraging development that would otherwise not be allowed.
· Action: Agreed that CT and DA will email consultant for clarity and recommendations for appropriate development styles in different parts of Midgham. 

3. Discussion around individual policies
Midgham Marsh
· Ecology report to be commissioned to look at bio diversity. 
Heritage
· SE updated on progress with the Heritage policy.
· We discussed using heritage to identify the unique identity of the Parish. 
Solar Farms
· Agreed that commercial solar farms were unlikely to be in keeping with the NDP Vision, or welcomed by the community. 
· Action: Agreed that CT and DA would email consultant to clarify whether a specific policy was helpful.

4. Review of the Task List
· Each point was looked at in turn and the following tasks were assigned to individual members to lead on: 
· 3 Proof reading: AF
· 10 Vision and objectives workshop: CT
· 15-16 Pen portrait and census data: CT and SE 
· 17 Issues and opportunities: CR
· 18-19 Vision and objectives: CT
· 23 Character and Design: SE
· 25: Renewable and community-scale energy: CR
· 26: Conserving heritage assets: SE
· 27: Natural environment and biodiversity: AF
· 28: Local Green spaces: CT
· 29: Locally significant views: NB
· 30: Dark skies: NB and DA

Next Meeting
To be agreed for August. A public engagement session is loosely planned for October and planning for this would be key for the next few meetings. 

Actions Log
No. 	Action				Responsible	Deadline
1	Email consultant for clarity	CT and DA	ASAP
	on spatial strategy and
	solar farms. 
