	Topic
	Discussion
	Actions, Decisions, or Notes to discuss next meeting 

	GENERAL: Guidance from Councils
	1. Intention for National Planning Policy Framework (NPFF) to flow into Local Plan to NDP 
2. Change to planning decisions – decision to sit with local planning officers, less input from the community
	

	NDP Strategy
	3. Key threats to Midgham from the delivery of the 5-year housing plan
4. Allocation of sites is expensive, difficult and can be controversial – 
5. Chris shared that there is interest from ~134 families to move into Midgham and extended housing waiting list.
6. For project proposals, these should be more than a “want to” – describe need
7. Allison suggests that the below key things applicable for Midgham + projects: 
a. Spatial policy
b. Design
c. Views
d. Green spaces
e. Biodiversity
	

Agreement that allocation is not preferred


Midgham Approach: Rural exception site? 

	NDP Theme: Local Networks
	8. Midgham has limited road/transport networks
9. Public right of ways; want to encourage cycling and walking in Midgham
10. Footpath mapping and linking:
Chris suggests that we could ask some key landowners to accommodate Permissive Paths – verges, between boundaries (especially if we want to relocate Parish Hall to the church) 
	




Map key footpath routes (need a big map) 

	NDP Theme: Environment & Biodiversity
	11. Consider natural features such as: 
a. sunken lanes; 
b. Gullies
c. Ancient Woodland
d. Canals & locks
e. setting against National Landscape; 
f. Describe key views (e.g. Church and other special sites); 
g. Characterise the settlement (particularly around Bird’s Lane)
h. Ecology (need an expert) 
i. Wildlife spotting (bird watchers, night sky mapping) 
12. Consider Green Buffer zone (as per Cold Ash) 
13. Need to charaterise local ecology (e.g. Ancient woodland from 1600s, medieval fields
14. Allison suggests defininig:
a. a blue/green corridor link to the marshes & other common areas
b. Nutrient neutrality (limit on impact to wastewater & run off) 
c. Establish a baseline for biodiversity & describe net gain (especially to include a statement to keep biodiversity as a priority
d. Dark Skies policy
	









Map ecology

	NDP Theme: Views
	15. Key view of the church, want to keep as-is
16. Will need to create Visual Impact Assessment, must be from a publicly accessible location and be of key point within Midgham
	

	NDP Theme: Archeology & Design
	17. Use archeological template (base from Sue’s list, Character Assessment) for listed buildings above ground (e.g. Brick Kiln, Button Court, Hall Farm)
18. Consider Non-designated heritage status to designate historical importance for flagging during planning

	

	NDP Theme: Green Spaces & Facilities
	19. Small number of key facilities in Midgham: Church, Parish Hall and Green spaces
20. Local green spaces may be small in Midgham but should be close to the community and special for some reason 
a. Community Orchard
b. Midgham Green
21. Discussed the potential to design a move for the Village Hall to neighbour the church
Consider accessibility, facilities, flexible space and need to seek community engagement – potential project
	Midgham Green: Caroline / Chris to check on Common status 



	NDP Document
	22. Priority sections: 
a. Design & views
b. Green spaces
c. Biodiversity
23. Need content, maps and views (ok to include in supporting documents) 
24. Summary of the process:
a. Draft policy with questionnaire & community input, mapping exercises etc. 
b. Send to West Berks Council (WBC) for screening 
c. First formal Consultation – can be a public meeting 
d. Amendments: WBC to propose changes to Steco 
e. Consultation statement (can be done by Alison / Steco
f. Basic Condition Statement : conformity to WPPF (Alison to support)
g. WBC Consultation: examine documents, visit sites, official sign-off
h. Referendum: no min. turnout
25.  Involvement of interested parties (land & homeowners). 
	Alison to create layered map of Midgham 

Chris to reach out to Layla Basset for contact list of landowners

Reach out to Ellie to help with Ordnance Survey Base Map to be shared to Alison– free sign-up

Alison to provide a skeleton task list and template

	Project Ideas
	26. Take example of project in Bucklebury: plant heather for cattle grazing
27. Project for footpath mapping
28. Project to set up a viewing platform of the church
29. Project to map locks
30. Landowner biodiversity project: need further engagement
31. Village hall redesign/ relocation
32. Tree planting
	



