Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan
Fifth Planning Meeting on Midgham Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP_
Date: 6 May 2026
Time: 17:00–18:30
Location: Berkshire Arms
Meeting type: NDP Steering Group – Planning Meeting
Attendees
Anthony Fenn – Chair, Midgham Parish Council and Chair of Meeting
Nigel Bassford – Parish Councillor, Midgham Parish Council 
Caroline Tocher – Local parishioner; NDP Steering Group member
Chris Read – District Councillor; Secretary, Midgham NDP Steering Group
Sue Ellis – Local Heritage Expert
Apologies
Esther Lai – NDP Steering Group member
Louisa Lai – NDP Steering Group member
Dawn Adams – Parish Councillor
1. Objective of meeting
· Meet new volunteer to group, Sue Ellis, local heritage expert.
· Review collated responses from questionnaire with new group member, Sue Ellis.
· Review estimate from Consultant.
· Discuss if there is value in applying for a National Lottery Awards for All Grant for community engagement.
· Agree next steps
2. New Group Member, Sue Ellis
Sue provided a summary of her extensive Heritage qualifications and experience in the area.
The group all agreed they were delighted to meet her and welcomed her on board.
The group and Sue reviewed the responses and all agreed that the community desires was there should be no new development land allocated in the NDP as the land in the recent local plan (New Road Hil and NE Thatcham) was quite enough for the foreseeable future.
3. Review estimate of works from Consultant
Group reviewed the written estimate and suggested works from the consultant.
Sue pointed out that she would be more than willing to support on the Heritage side (and associated Design Code that could be informed by the excellent Village Design statement neighbouring Bucklebury have had in place for quite sometime).
Sue also raised there are several existing heritage subjects in the parish and through the NDP process the community may wish more to be nominated.
Also raised there would be no need for additional engagement with land owners for land allocation for development as this was not desired by the community.
Group agreed Chris to go back to consultant with message that we would very much like to engage the consultants expertise (Alison Eardley) but with a smaller scope for stage 1 and if the costs could be capped for stage 1 at £10,000 including VAT (we believe currently that the parish council is too small to reclaim VAT). It was pointed out by the chair that this budget would need to be voted on by the Parish Council at the next parish council meeting.
It was also raised that this investment of £10,000 with the consultant would be paid back in the increase in CIL awarded to the parish once the building in NE Thatcham and New Road Hill was rolled out and new houses occupied.
Group asked Chris to arrange a revised estimate, contract and 2 day visit onsite with Consultant on assumption the Parish Council vote to award budget.
4. National Lottery Awards for All
Chris spoke through the proposed approach an words for a National Lottery grant application. Note that the grant can not be used for statutory work on the NDP but can on community engagement work. Parish Council member of Group agreed this application should be made through the Clerk of the Parish Council and Chris to support the clerk in that application in near future to be arranged.
5. Parish Assembly Report
Caroline to provide short report to Parish Assembly 11th May on progress of NDP Group
6. Next Meeting
To be agreed after next Parish Council meeting assuming vote to award consultant budget of £10,000 inc VAT.
Actions Log
	No.
	Action
	Responsible
	Deadline

	1
	Amendment to consultant estimate and pencil in dates for consultant to visit parish
	Chris
	As soon as practical

	2
	Report to Parish Assembly on NDP Group Progress
	Caroline
	11th May



