Midgham NDP Questionnaire Summary

In April 2026, a questionnaire was delivered to every occupied household in Midgham, 125 in total. 36 were returned, giving a return rate of 29%.

Parishioners were questioned about the qualities of the area that were important to them, how they hoped the area would develop over the next 20 years, and what community projects they would prioritise for any funding received once the NDP is in place. 

Residents were consistent in their perceptions, priorities, and views about Midgham. The following themes emerged from the questionnaires. 

Rural character
Every resident commented on the quiet, rural nature of Midgham and emphasised that this plays an important role in why they chose to live here and how they enjoy the environment. Green spaces and views, footpaths, fields, woodlands, and the canal featured heavily as being important to their everyday lives and to the character of the area. Some mentioned the layout of Midgham, with dispersed, scattered housing that reflected the agricultural nature and history of the area. 

Community and facilities
Residents valued that Midgham is a small, quiet community with friendly neighbours. Many commented on improving community facilities, particularly making the village hall more useable and accessible by improving car parking. 

Green spaces and views
Residents prioritised green spaces in the Parish and singled out the following areas as being particularly important to them: St Matthews church (Views from the A4 and from the church itself towards Brimpton), Midgham Marsh, Midgham Park, Midgham Green, Channels Wood, Heaven’s Gate field. Views from Cox’s Lane, Windmill Lane and the Woottens were also singled out.

Transport links
Residents appreciated Midgham’s proximity to local towns and transport links via the A4 and the train station in Woolhampton. Many emphasised that quiet roads with little traffic within Midgham itself was a defining feature of the area. Some suggested a pedestrian footpath on Church Hill to link Birds Lane to the A4.

Footpaths and walking
Mention of the use of footpaths and enjoyment of the area through walking was universal. Residents enjoy the rural environment, prioritise its protection and make good use of available paths in the area. 

Biodiversity
Conservation of natural habitats, wildlife diversity and appreciation for ancient woodlands were important to locals. 


Appendix 1: Raw summary of questionnaire data
Question 1: What do you like about living in Midgham?
· Quiet, peaceful and small community with friendly neighbours
· Countryside, open field surroundings, with views
· Good transport links to larger towns
· Rural feel
· Proximity to Kennet and Avon Canal and towpath walks.
· Little traffic and no “ratruns”.
· Good walking, cycling and dog-walking public rights of way
· Safe and secure area, away from the rat race
· Farms and woodlands all close by
· Access to nature
· Night time dark skies

Question 2: Which of these aspects of Midgham are most important to you? (positive responses)

· Rural Character: 36 responses
· Proximity to towns: 18 responses
· Transport links A4 Road/M4 Road/Rail Station: 13 responses
· Community facilities: 14 responses
· Green spaces and views: 34 responses
· Family or Community links: 11 responses

Question 3: What features most represent local character? 

· Open fields and countryside views and open spaces.
· Well kept hedges
· Sustainable housing and commerce that fits with the local character
· Small numbers of varied houses
· Wildlife
· Few houses
· St Matthew’s Church (views to Brimpton parish)
· Tree-lined lanes
· The Millenium Garden on the corner of Birds Lane, Midgham.
· Village noticeboards and Village Events.
· Midgham Park and Midgham Green
· Farmland, woodland and trees
· River Kennett and walk by canal towpath
· Village Hall
· Distance from local towns with rural space in between
· Footpaths at Midgham Park, Midgham Green, Upper Bucklebury (neighbouring Parish), Bucklebury Common, Carbinswood
· Wooden framed houses
· Diverse wildlife
· Ancient woods
Question 4: Are there any particular green spaces, views, or natural features you believe must be protected?

· St Matthew's Church, Midgham (including old trees in church yard)
· Views towards Brimpton from the church, the Woottens, and Windmill Lane
· Public Footpaths
· Midgham Marsh
· Fields and green spaces (separating Midgham from other towns/villages and the distinct areas of Midgham)
· Midgham Green and Channels Wood
· Midgham Park
· Bucklebury Common
· Kennet and Avon Canal
· Agricultural use of land
· Proximity to National Landscape (North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty)
· Heavens Gate Filed (near Birds Lane, Midgham)


Question 5: Are there any places in Midgham you feel are important to your day-today life? If so, why?

· Quiet rural character for physical and mental health
· Footpaths for physical and mental health and dog walking
· Byways, footpaths and canal path for walking, horse riding and cycling
· Quiet roads for safe walking and cycling
· St Matthew Church and graveyard for parishioners
· Midgham Park
· Woodlands
· Views (in particular Woottens, Windmill Lane, Coxs Lane)
· Postbox
· Village Hall (for social meetings)
· Small Village


Question 6. Which of these, if any, do you utilise and/or value living in Midgham? (Tick all that apply)

· Walking: 36 responses
· Footpaths: 36 responses
· Commuting: 14 responses
· Cycling: 15 responses
· Village Hall Events: 22 responses
· St Matthews Church: 21 responses
· Horse riding: 2 responses
· Field views from majority of properties: 1 response
· Low traffic roads: 1 response
· Neighbourly/small community: 1 response
· Walking the lanes: 1 response





Question 7. How would you spend £100,000 on Midgham?

· Community gardens.
· Improving and mapping footpaths (path St Matthews church to A4 and Brimpton Road/to the canal)
· Village Hall improvements or rebuild hall on a new site
· Community event site
· Village Hall car parking
· Surveillance cameras and CCTV
· Speed humps and signage to reduce/slow traffic
· Duck Pond
· Cycle ways along A4 road to Woolhampton and Midgham
· Children’s play area within village (Birds Lane)
· Car parking for village hall with improved access (for disabled)
· Planting more oak tress and wild flower areas
· New benches on Midgham Green and Birds Lane community field
· Redevelop community field on Birds Lane to Community Orchard and benches
· Neighbourhood Watch scheme
· Safe path to A4 (from Birds Lane)


Question 8. What would you like the area to look like in 20 years time?

· Same as now
· Maintain its rural character
· Sustainable or character houses where / if development happens
· Clean well-maintained village with strong community
· Vibrant community with facilities for all ages
· A modern, central community feature (village hall)
· More, better signed and maintained public footpaths
· Conservation and natural habitats
· No big developments or industrial units
· A few small, affordable homes to encourage diversity


